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son, Will almost didn’t get the chance to go through school with the rest 

that we weren’t aware of. We thought he wouldn’t progress at a normal rate 

Vermont mentoring program, and everything 
changed.

Will met his mentor, Jim Wolvington, when he 
was in the fourth grade. Though Will’s shyness 

weekly get-togethers with Jim boosted his 

Jim and looked forward to seeing him every week. 
By the end of the year, [Will] had really improved 
in reading. I don’t want to [exaggerate], but Will 
went up by about two or three grades in one year.”

For Will, the time spent poring over books with 
Jim was an escape from the stigma associated 

he felt like he was doing something fun. He never felt self-conscious about 
getting the one-on-one support,” Beth noted. Will’s take on the experience? 

had lunch, we’d go into the library and read—I think it was Harry Potter—
and it was really fun. I got a higher reading level and I think that was 
because of Jim.”

Will was transitioning into middle school [at that time] and it really boosted 

together hanging in our house!”

Beth recalls speaking with other parents at an end-of-the-semester event 

asking me how they could get their kids involved in something like that.” 
Will couldn’t agree more. When asked what advice he would give to future 

It’s only one day a week and you get to have lunch and read for the rest of the 
time. It’s really fun to go up there and do!” Two years, three reading levels, 
and an Everybody Wins! Vermont mentor later, one thing is clear: Will is 
right on target.


